
Dianne Kanate, Ojibway Native 
Language—Howie Strang, 
Ojicree Native Language—
Cherilee Keesic, Jr. Native Stud-
ies—Falcon Munroe, Sr. Native 
Studies—Yolanda Winter, Jr. 
Science—Dwayne Neekan, Sr. 
Science—Dion Fiddler, Social 
Science & Humanities—Brandon 
McKay, Technology—Tyler 
Meekis, The Arts—Verna Kake-
gamic, Male Turn Around—
Dimitri Masakeyash, Female 
Turn Around—Autumn Neekan, 
Music—Howie Strang, Male 
Literacy—William McKay, Fe-
male Literacy—Jenna Rae, Em-
pathy Club—Joshim Kakegamic, 
Yearbook—Matthias Brown. 

Sr. Boys Basketball: MVP—
Rupert Bunting, MSP—Chris 
McKay, Rookie—Casey Aysana-
bee 

Sr. Girls Basketball: MVP—
Desiree Gray, MSP—Chantal 
Wesley, MIP—Kelli Quill 

Badminton: Coach—Jared Sugar-
head 

The annual Academic and 
Athletic Awards banquet was 
held April 30th in the school 
gymnasium.  Principal Darryl 
Tinney officiated.  Awards 
were presented as follows: 

Male Attendance—Ben Brown, 
Female Attendance—Starlene 
Chapman, Jr. Business Studies—
Morris Beardy, Sr. Business—
Dianne Kanate, Jr. Canadian & 
World Studies—Edith McKay, 
Sr. Canadian & World Studies—
Dianne Kanate, Male Congenial-
ity—Casey Aysanabee, Female 
Congeniality—Kelli Quill, 
COOP—Kyle McKay, Jr. Cul-
tural—Falcon Munroe, Sr. Cul-
tural—Matthias Brown, Jr. Eng-
lish—Kiersten Oombash, Sr. 
English—Faith Albany, Guid-
ance—Veronica Kakagamic, 
Male Healthy Active Living—
Russell Beardy, Female Healthy 
Active Living—Falcon Munroe, 
Inter-Disciplinary—Phil A. 
Strang, Jr. Mathematics—Corey 
Sainnawap, Sr. Mathematics—
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Girls Hockey: Coach—Robyn 
Anderson 

Jr. Girls Volleyball: MVP—
Arianna Mawakeesic, Coach—
Charmaine Meekis, MIP—
Falcon Munroe 

Sr. Girls Volleyball:  MVP—
Desiree Gray, MSP—Chantal 
Wesley, MIP—Natasha Quill 

Sr. Boys Volleyball: MVP—
Jared Sugarhead, Coach—Duane 
Neekan, MIP—Casey Aysanabee 

Boys Hockey:  MVP—Reginald 
Mekanak, MSP—Shini Barratt, 
Rookie—Brandon McKay 

Male Athlete of the Year—
Reginald Mekanak 

Female Athlete of the Year—
Chantal Wesley 

Congratulations goes out to 
all award winners.  We wish 
you even better success in 
2010-2011. 
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This semester saw the finish 
of the girls’ volleyball and 
the boys’ basketball seasons.  
The boys’ basketball team 
competed in the senior divi-
sion with a lot of juniors 
playing above their level.  
That being said, the team 
still had an exciting season, 
narrowly missing the play-
offs.  Next year there will be 
many returning players, so 
we will look forward to a 
strong season again. 
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In girls’ volleyball, the sen-
ior team also missed the 
playoffs by just one game.  
They had a very consistent 
year as they challenged all 
teams by going to the fifth 
set more often than not.  The 
junior girls’ team started the 
season off slowly as they 
were all learning a new style 
of defense, but in the last 

few weeks of the season 
they started to shine.  The 
new skills learned by the 
players are going to carry 
over to next year, and we 
should be able to continue to 
improve. 
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After the end of basketball 
and volleyball season, bad-
minton started up.  This 
year’s team was smaller than 
in years past, but the skill 
level of the players was very 
high.  The season started 
with an exhibition tourna-
ment in Dryden where all of 
our players won at least a set 
and many matches.  From 
there the team sent two 
strong players to the qualifi-
ers and both performed ad-
mirably.  Kelly Quill went 2
-2, and just missed the play-
offs; while Jared Sugarhead 
had the best result out of the 

whole tournament.  Jared 
went undefeated throughout 
the tournament, going 5-0, 
and he easily qualified to 
represent Pelican Falls at the 
NorWOSSA championships 
in Kenora.  At those champi-
onships, Jared played well, 
but fell short in his final 
match of the day to the 
eventual winner of the tour-
nament. 
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Congratulations to athletes 
this year as all teams per-
formed excellently.  This 
year we made great progress 
in becoming a power within 
the NorWOSSA division.  
Thanks to all who supported 
our fine athletes. 
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On April 16th the seven hon-
our roll students from 
PFFNHS embarked on a jour-
ney to visit the big city of 
Toronto. 

Dianne Kanate reported that 
she had an “awesome” time. 
“It was so much fun.”    We 
visited the CN Tower,  went 
to a Blue Jays game, toured 
the Eaton Centre, Center Is-
land and downtown, and ate 

The Pelican Falls tenth An-
nual Powwow was held 
April 16th through 18th at 
Pelican Falls school.  Organ-
izers Solomon Kakagamic, 
Sharon Newman and Lola 
Goodwin were pleased with 
the weekend’s turnout for 
the event.  Approximately 
300 people came daily. 

Following the sunrise cere-
mony, breakfast was served 
in the school foyer. 

At the ‘Elders Pit’ tent par-
ticipants could find moose 
meat, soups, and bannock  
prepared by elders Paddy 
and Ida Kenny. 

Drumming by ‘Cree Con-
federation’ from Alberta 
was enjoyed by all.  Solo-
mon Kakagamic said “They 
were definitely the highlight 
of the weekend.”  The drum-
ming group saw an ad in the 
Winnipeg Free Press about 
the Pelican Falls Annual 

Powwow, and travelled 
across the prairies to attend.  
“We’ll be back next year,” 
they said, “it was a good 
atmosphere here.” 

At heavily laden food tables, 
provided by house counsel-
lors and organizers for meal 
times, the guys served par-
takers.  The girls served the 
elders. 

Four out-of-town vendors 
set up booths, selling jewel-
lery, regalia and various 
souvenirs and gifts. 

Many give-aways were cele-
brated in the traditional fash-
ion amid hoots and hollers 
as they were held high for 
all to see. 

—Solomon Kakagamic &  
Ingrid Cummings��
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at the Hard Rock Café and 
East Side Mario’s. 

“I was hit by the ball at the 
game, and the paramedics had 
to come get me,” she said. “It 
got me right in the chest, and 
they said ‘you got hit in the 
right spot; it’s not good to be 
hit, but if you are, you got hit 
in the right spot.’” 

— Ingrid Cummings�
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A very valued friend, co-
worker and student counsel-
lor recently resigned from 
PFFNHS on February 26, 
2010.  Florence Sanderson 
left Pelican Falls to go to 
Kwayachiiwin Education 
Resource Center. 

Florence began her career 
with N.N.E.C. in 1993 and 
held various positions such 
as Executive Secretary of 
the main office, Secretary 
for the high school and 
moved into the position of 
Social Counselor in the year 
2000. 

Florence is well known at 
the school for her involve-

ment with the Travel Club 
and for her Christmas feasts. 

Students and staff alike will 
miss her, and we wish her 
well in her new position. 

— Beth Downey 
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It’s hard to 
believe that 
another 
school year 
has come 
and gone.  It 
is a very ex-
citing time 
of year as 
our graduat-
ing class 
moves on in 
their lifelong 
journey.   

We had a 
very exciting 
and rewarding year 
this year at Pelican.  I 
want to thank all of the 
communities, tribal 
councils, parents and 
staff for helping us 
have such a successful 
year.   
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As we pre-
pare for the 
2010-2011 
school year I 
want to re-
mind all re-
turning stu-
dents that 
travel day 
will be Au-
gust 25, 
2010, and 
first day of 
classes will 
be August 
26th.   

I want to wish all of 
the staff and students a 
safe and relaxing sum-
mer vacation. 

—Darryl Tinney 
Principal PFFNHS 
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